
 

Henry IV, Part 1 begins where Richard II (1595) leaves off — following 

Henry’s usurpation and Richard’s death. Henry immediately faces rebellion 

by supporters of Richard. In the climax of the play, a rebel force led by the 

Percy family of Northumberland that sought to join a group of Welsh rebels 

is engaged by the forces of Henry IV in the Battle of Shrewsbury (21 July 

1403). Henry’s men, led by Prince Hal his young son, win the battle, 

although casualties are high on both sides. Ironically, the Percy family had 

assisted Henry only three years before in deposing Richard. But when land 

in Cumbria that the Percys felt were their just reward was given to a rival, 

they were greatly offended and joined the uprising against Henry.

 

This 1599 second quarto of Henry IV, Part 1, now in the British Library, was 

bound by the British Museum Bindery in nineteenth-century gold-tooled red 

half sheep, with comb-marbled paper boards. “SHAKESPEARE. THE 

HISTORY OF HENRIE THE FOURTH. LOND. 1599.” is lettered in gold 

up the spine, below the emblem of King George III. The edges of the leaves 

are red sprinkled. “George Steevens” on the title page.

 

This quarto was previously owned by George Steevens (1736–1800), an 

English Shakespeare editor who collaborated with Samuel Johnson in 

issuing a complete edition of Shakespeare, The Works of Shakespeare with 
the Corrections and Illustrations of Various Commentators (10 vols., 1773). 

He owned roughly fifty quartos, and his sale (13 May 1800) was the first 

large Shakespeare collection to appear at auction. The book then entered the 

library of George III (1738–1820), who reigned as king of Great Britain and 

Ireland from 1760 until his death. At the start of George’s reign, there was 





 


